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has commenced. Wars and rumours of war are to be heard from all sides. It remains to be seen what side the camel will sit and what form will our poverty assume." This shows nothing but doubt as to what will happen.
It is curious that the Nawab at page 359 of the Hijajul Kramafi Asasril Qiama, after quoting from a treatise entitled Unquai Maglirab, written by the author of Futiihaht Macci, that the Mehdi will appear in 683 A. EL, and according to his followers in 710, and according to Yacoob-bin-Ishaq Kindi, in 743, the author reproduces the opposite opinion of Ibn Khaldun, who says that " people pay attention to assertions like these and fix the circumstances of the time of this man's (the true Mehdi's) appearance by various foolish arguments, and when the Mehdi does not appear within that period they evolve other circumstances and conditions out of their own inner consciousness or literary, imaginary, or astrological considerations. People of ancient and modern times have spent their lives in pondering over this subject," and the Mehdi has not appeared. The fact of the Nawab quoting Ibn-Khaldun without contradicting him shows that the various statements concerning them do not represent the opinions of the author who has simply re-echoed the opinions of Syute, Ibn Arab Abu, Qubail, the compiler of Ishah-li-Ashrat-us-Saha and other learned men, Sofis and astrologers.
We will give another very curious instance of this which our critics have not brought to the notice of the Government. At page 154 of the Iqtrab, the writer quotes the following from Abu Abdulla ( whose correctness he knows is questionable ) on the authority of Abu Horaira, " my cousins if you find Christ tell him that Abu Horaira gives his compliments to you." The author then says "I ask my children that if any one of them finds Christ ( may the peace of God be on him ) give my compliments to him. If he should appear during the present century, during my lifetime, then there will be no necessity for their doing so on my behalf; as in that case I will do the same for myself."